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What society demands from students are independence,
action, and the ability to set and solve problems; however,
there is no correlation between these traits, i.e. “practical
ability” and students’ academic ranking up through senior
high school. According to the results of research carried
out by university students, the main factor supporting
“practical ability” is “independent action awareness”.

As for the factors for creating "independent action
awareness', it was revealed that having a leadership role
was greatly related. In other words, it is thought that pro-
viding leadership authority depending on an individual’s
role — namely, the offer of an opportunity to think and
practice independently -- is related to developing “practi-
cal ability”. Universities in the future will be required play
the role of cooperating with local communities to provide
a “place to practice”, and a the same time work to both
revitalize local communities and to develop human re-

sources with practical ability.
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